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: ‘lggg Prices ‘-\‘ N t
. {
'2,. ‘The food prioos 1ndicated below are those which existed in the . |f'
* Qétedhkov area in June 1954. ‘ [
o {
Prices (in rubles) in. Prices (in rubles) “in ,
' | ﬁta.te gontrolled Stores : Free Markef
1 kg, bvrown bread 1.80 ' ‘ ‘ - - !'.‘
\ 1 kg. white bread - - 3.50 - 6.00 - j
"~ LYkgipork T P 30 - 35
[N . kgo beaf o S — ‘ ‘ 20 - 30 ) !
1 kg, vesl or lambd - ‘ 18 - 25 'q‘
.1 kg, cheege ' . 35 S _— i
1 kg. ocottage oheese . T - 10 - 12 !
B . SECRET ?”
. .l
- S 1 -~ B
- L e .

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/08/19 : CIA-RDP81-01030R000100170002-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Coby dA-;;broved_fBTEFEéAleése 2013/08/19 : CIA-RDP81-01030R000100170002-0

e e e e . SECRET 50X1
Pl -‘52-. 3 )
VLo : Prices (in rubles) in Prices (ir-.rubies) {n
J e State Controlled Stores Free Market _ |
1 kg. bdutter ' 35 ' 50 - 70
1 kg, margarine 18 ’ —
1 kg. fish (e.g. pike . '
and perch) - 9 - 13
1 kg. coffee (Braziliam) &0 -
+80 g¢ tean (Russian) 4,50 = 6,00 -
.100 g« chocolate 18 - 25 |-
R 1l kg. eugaer 10.50 -
el 1 kge flour 4.50 - 6.50 15 - 20 A
- 3 1, bot. tomato juice . 32 - ) -
"1 jar preserved vagetables 1 . !
(0.g. peos, beans) 5.40 - ;
1 bot. chempagne (Russian)32 - ‘
£ 1. vodka Py - : .
11. milk - 4 -6
4. 1. cognac 45 -
. 20 cigarettes 1.80 - -
.100 @& %obecoo 5.00 - 13,60 - A
1l 1. cream .- 25
4 1. marmalade . 8«12 --
Availability aend Quality of Food Products 50X1-HUM

3

1}
i
A}

‘ In the beginning

‘the meale Were good and quite extensive, and oontained oaviar,

emoked salmon, and warm dishes--even for breakfsst. Afterwards,

however, the meals gradually begam to get worse, and finally be- .

oame undearable. Especially affected were the children. Ko speoial’

gooking was provided for them except that milk was issusd in small

quantities. Tt was quite impoasidle to foed babies caviar, salmom,

and steaming sauerkraut soup for breakfast. Complaints were pre-

sentad to the installation direotor who promised to remedy the

situstion, but oonditions d1d not improve. Soon after thin[:;::::]5ox1-HU“ﬂ.

: Germans wers issus( ration cards and were sllowed to procure food ‘

© supplies in bulk.

i

. ] 50X1-HUM'"
" 4+ Following the price reduction of 1951, there was elways e shoriage -
- of butter in the state-oontrolled stores, snd it was often unavailable.
Therefore| | compelled to buy butter on the free merket. Free ‘
market prices fluotuated with the availability of produocts. Daaired?OX141U“ﬂ

items could not slways be obtained. | | the Soviet
. ecustomers paid oonaiderably less for some products than we did, It
seenad to be common knowledgo that Germans .weére receiving S0X1-HUM

“higher pay than the Sovists, Therefore, the free market prices were,
ar o general rule, raised to fit|  |purchasing cspaoity. It was not
e infrequently that the Soviet citlizens objected :
S Co | and they insisted that pay the higher
"t s 7t 7. price. It was apparently agrced that hould be charged as nuch

as possible since, asccording to a Soviet saying, "The Germans arc 50X1-HUM

:E:conceivably F45h and’ thay oan pajt.

- - . N . -

50X1-HUM
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‘5. Flour could be cbitained only om holidaya, s.g., the first of May,

: the October Revolution,; etc. At other times this item was never.
aveilable in government stores. It could often be bought sn the.
blackmarket at & tripled price. The purchasing of this iten was
not always a simple matter since the blackmarket ‘vindors were ex-
tremely cautious in selling it;, fearing the severe penalties. The

= shortage of flour was a mystery because white bread was =
always in sufficiency. However, four to eight weeks before the new
T harvest an acute shortage of bread was experienced which resulted
in consumers having to spend many hours in "bread queues® which
formed in the mornings in front of bakeries. In general, bread
was & more important food item to the SOViets‘ | 50X1-HUM

- 6. PFood supplies were more available on Gorodomlye Island than in tha A
- Hearby areas. Therefore, the Soviets having access to the Island

B

stores made daily food purchases for themselves and t heir friends .,
who lived in Ostashkov. After working hours r \bread, o
cereals, and other food items were packed into sacks which were 5())(1 HUM

being taken from the Island, apparently to Qstashkov. It is
possible that these items may have been diverted to blackmarkets
located in those regions containing poorer collective farms, There ’

were a number of these in the viecinity of Ostashkov.
-

7o hear Brest- movak: 50X1-HUM
) the apparent difference in the food prices and food a.vailabili'ty. 50X1-HUM '
At train stops the natives offered to sell sgge, butter, cheese
milk, eto, at a cost less than that which had been charged in Os- 50X1|4U“”
‘tashkov or on Gorodomlya Island.

1

L

1

Merchandiss of Non-Soviet Ortigrin l - o

e 8, ‘ ‘in 1946, a great many ' American ‘50X1-HL[JIM'--
g L .. products, especially cannsd goods were om selae at the free market
stores, Other merchandise of non-Soviet origin included:; coffee

Gaa.oked in bagé. bea.ring Brazilian maz'kings); and shoes (importedv .
. from Czechoslovpkia, and havihng the Bata trademark). ‘ 50X1-HUM

| Polish cemned jams; among
" others, could also be purchased. The German manufactured goods
available were: ‘Diamant“bicyoles (800 rubles),“Thiel pocket watoches.
(165 rubles), and meny items of rayon lingeries and etockinga cons -
taining the "Bamberg" trademark. Whether these 1tems were importa5ox1 HUM
from Bast Germany or menufactured by former German plante which
hed keen moved to the USSR is unknown) \
& large number of light industiry plents including equips; -50x1- HUhﬂ
ment and personnel, had been trensplanted to the US8R. . It wes &alsc
. ‘ knomn that the Germans who worked in such plants producing.oon- )
T sumer goods were repatriasted .mush earlier, for instance, the Wéllner--
. SBilver plant personnel. Choocolate displeying the "Burkbraun" trade-
V' mark was being sold in Buseian wrappings. Burkbrava was a Well ’
known choaolate factory formerly located in Cotibuse.) i

BT ggtioning -
B 9, During the period 1946 to 1952 gradual 1mprovementa in the ava:.labil: ty
©+  of cohgumer. goods became spparent. The only commodities that could

_be ‘easily purchased in 1946 were vodke and tobacco products. %he . -
fodd rationing oards which Swere graded into several gategories?

SECRET. ' |

50X1-HUM
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The non-worklng Soviet population” and the wives of German deportees. :
wore allotted smaller food ratione than were the German specialiste5ox1 HUhA
Gorman families wh o n . 2

hardly exist,.

10. Basic food items, with the exoaption of milk and bread, were issued
N in bulk once per month. This rationing syatem presented & con=-
slderable problem to housewives who continunously were worried
about the preservation of perishable items.

11, Immediately aftex the end of rationing (1947), the stores began :

' t6 display beiter goods. Bovever, all the goods on display were
not always available for purchase. Esaacirréjthe following 90X1-HUM
items wers readily evailable as of T e, tea, cocoa, )
candy, canned fish, marmalades, preserved fruits, .numerous

* i alcoholic beverages, ¢igerettes, bread (except & few weeks before

the new harvest), ealt, and a large assortment of toilet soap, ' .
_.perfumes, face powder, eto.’

12. The price Teduction was also reflected in an 1mprovement in styles

' and vearing apparel. | the clothea of the Seviets 50%1-HUM
regendled tattered rags, but their clothes later. improved cone S
aiderably. BSoviet textiles did not appear to be dye-prodf, and’
faded easily.

13. The population's remsction to the improved purchasing oonditions

""" following the end of rationing varied. Many of the Soviets who
had been in Qermeny and in other foreign countries during and
after the war were sarsful in expreseing themselves on this sube ;
Ject. They oscasionally admitted that oonditions abroad were -
.better, but immediately hastened to add that these standards weu 14
soon be achieved and surpassed in the USBR.' On the other hand,

' the Bovieta who had never left their native surroundings of

‘Oatashkov seemed to find it inconceivadle to imagine conditions.
in the USSR lese than perf.ot. This feeling was expressed by a . .
Soviet woman who oleaned our”home.

12. A BSoviet engineer who has Juet'graduatod‘roeeivas a monthly

1 o il \ S50X1-HUM
This initial salary.is generally raised after two years,

and, as others, could be supplemented by premiums. 50X1-HUM

Isk A common lnboror'u monthly selary was generslly 600 rubles.
\ la female interprater [::f::::]monthly .salary was  50X1-HUM
100 rubles, with which she was obliged to pupport her aged mother
¥ho received & minimum pension allotment of 130 rnbles per month .

. Howmve cowprrioNs

16, | _50X1-HUM
& group oI recently renovated bulldings., These consisted of
two large briock buildings, each containing twelve thrsa-room and’
kitchen apartments, and eight ‘wooden oonstructions with seven
.two~ and three~room apartments in each. The soientiats and

L3
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20.

"in the opring of 1947 housing conditions on the Island became

- hava to ‘give up some of their rooms to the new arrivels. These
erowded circumstances resulted in many disagreements and quarrels, . i

RERT Lt

-

SsemEr ' 5OX1

A

‘specialiste were placed in the brick buildings. Each family,
regardless of its size, was assigned a three-roem apartment. .
These apartments were freshly painted and & few wers equipped
with baeth tubs; howgver, ovens and boilers were not furnished.

A field generator (Lokomobile) provided electric current which E
generally was undependable, The generator did not operate

at all times, snd when in operation it generated an unsteady

current which produced a wavering sort of light., To supplement

the” poor, cocking facilities, Primus petroleum burrers were

‘uged. These burners appeared to be standard equipment in each

Soviet home. An unmistakable smell of petrolevm was present at’ . '
the entrances of each house., Ovens and stoves could only ba

fired with wood. The monthly rent for a three-room apartment

waa 55 rubles.

In the beginning Soviet girls were asaigned to the German

families to do genmeral housework such as cleaning, firing the

stoves, etc.’ After a short time this help was withdrawn, and !
the girls were--forbidden to enter] | These girls had 50X1-HUM -
also provided the firewood. With their withdrawael the German '
families were at a complete loss as to the procurement of |
wood supplies. _ [finally resorted to chopping trees in the50X1-HUM

.nearby forest, whioch was followed by serious complications. I

The Soviets considered this aotion as a serious offense
against the state. Many of the Germans received reprimands,

. and thie offense was held against them throughout their

entire stay in the USSR. Requests for wood euppliss were made _

to the direotor who alwayas replied with a "saftra" - tomorrow, - .
or "gkoro" - goon. E::::f::}learned that these s ocould 50X1-HUM
mean tomorrow, next month, or next year. Latertffﬁwere advised 50X1-HUM "
that wood ocould be bought from the inetallation's supply dump Il ,
at 45 fo 55 rudles per oubic meter. This wood was often of b
vary poor quality and we felt that it had been procured some- . :
where at @ very -low cost and was being resold[_z;_;]at a con- 50X1-HUM .
sidereble profit--of whioh the director was receiv ng a sizeable =
amount . complainte were usually ted with the countSOX1-HUM
charge that 1t was .owvn fault. hould not have started 50X1-HUM
the war and inveded their country; this had caused their not 50X1-HUM

being able %o’ gather lumber for nearly seven years.

With the arrivel of a group of Germans from the Moscow region
extremely overcrowded, In meeting thie eituation the Soviet
edministiration merely ordered that many of the Island families would
end occasionally in fisticuffs.

The,héuhing oonditions,of the Soviet common leborers.and those

of the higher-paid employees differed to a great extent., This

obvious example of sociel inequality in the heavily-propagandized -
"classless soclety” of the USSR impressgd me very much.

Eost “of the Germans possessed their own furniture. Those that "

did not have any rented it from-the Soviets at & monthly rate

of 100-150 rubles. The Soviets especially marvelled at 20X1-HUM

furniture. However, many felt superior in their belief that such .

things as electr ' 8 were enjoyed solely S0X1-HUM

in the USSR, a large number of[::::::] s
?ECRET 50X1-HUM .
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Soviet co-workers, particularly those with higher education, were A
. wvoxy proud of Soviet progress and achievements in other rields as.
well, e.g., the opportunity which was offered to everyone in the

. . ”~
. _ USSR to attend schools, etc.)

- 50X1-HUM
22, In the beginning :| not ochar for electricity or water. 50X1-HU
After two years the Soviets bille 30 rubles per month for elec- . .
- triocity during the summer, and 60 rubles per month during the '
. winter. During the last few years | | 50X1-HUM
" were reauired to pay a monthly sum of five rubles per person’
for water. : .
ZAMILY LIFE - ‘
23, The structure of family life in the USSR is completely different 50X1-HUM .

from snyvwhore else in the world.| |attribute this to the fact
that both man and wife are employed during the day eand are seldom
together at home. The children spend their days at the kinder-
garden. During the evernings the parents attend numerous meetings,
training courses, ete. Few of the Soviet women that are employed
ococok at home. Even lunoheons are eaten in public eating places. .
| wirtually no "family life in the USSR as it .y,
is knom in the Western world. ’ IR : T

50X1-HUM

-24..[:::;::::::Jno trial marriages ‘ There appearéd
" "$o be many unattTghadgggmgg:~posaibly they had been widowed 50X1-HUM

- during the war, | 50x1-HUM

2%, When a Soviet husband and wife are divoroed, the man is obligated
, to support only the ochildren., The elimony is not paid by the man
_ direotly, but is deduoted from his salary and paid to the former
‘wife, or whoever has assumed the responsibility of rearing the
¢hildren, The deductions oconstitute s presorided percentage of ]
the man'a totel oarnings. | | following divorce cas5gx1-HUM
After three yoars of waiting, a Boviet engineer finally obtained . i
his divorce. The wife was givon oustody of the child. The en- . . ‘
gineor's monthly salary was 2000 rudbles, of which he had to pay.
about 30 por ocemt (600 rubles) as support for the ohild., His
former wife wes employed as a librarian and earmed 1300 rubdles:
per month. Her salary, ooupled with the money allotted her for
her son's support. resulted inm her having a higher monthly inocome
thati her former husband, - .

26, The kindergarden btuilding on Gorodomlya Island ocontained eight

to 10 rooms.The sgos of the 25 children in attendance there ranged ..

from a few montha to seven years old. They were in the care of

a chief nurse who was assisted by two or three other nurses. '
The staff also iholuded a laundress, cleaning woman, and a cook. 50X1-HUM
1 | the mothers were satisfied with the oare their -

obildren were rodeiving. The children were brought to the kinder-

garden at 8100 A.M., snd wére taken home at 5:30 P.M. A small

percentage of the parents' salary was deducted for the care of -

childrea. It probably.did not exceed €0 rubles per month. The.

ohildren reoceived all their meals at the kindergarden. |:| © 50X1-HUM
\ | everything there was very clean. A small

garden with treas, flowers, and small benches surrounded the 50X1-HUM
building. - o
SECRET
#
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SOVIET SOGIETY
27,

‘the Soviet privileged class is primarily composed 50X1-HUM
of those who worked in, or with,the Party orf MVD. 4lso in this
olass were those who occupied important positions, e.g. | 50X1- HUM
director, chief engimeer, etc., and the membera of the government, w
whon everyone seemed to consider demigods. ..

28. It ls quite underatandable that persoms with political back-
‘ground and authority were considered important and in a different
clags. Naturally everyone sought their favor in an effort to
avoid unpleasantnesces end gain advantages. These people were -~
alvays batter dressed and more genteel than the vommon workers.
The privileged class emjoyed better housing facilities, but their

 q "ehildren were not automatiocslly selected for higher education. e
‘ 50X1-HUM

\ |oconsiderable importance was placed
on good grades and report cards (Zewgnis) for admission to -higher
educational institutioms, With a fevorabdble .school repert one
oould receive a relatively higher scholarship (Stipendium)
anmounting to approximately 300 to 400 rudlés per month. Eowever,
“the poorer Soviet families often could not afford to lét their
children coritinue schooling to the age of 20 or 22, even. if they
were in possession of 'a good scholarship. Many paremnts anxiously
awelted the  time when their ohildren completed publio sshool.

. {at about 15 years of age) so that they could begin to earn a
living and theredy assist’ the family. (Public school was entarad
at the age of savea.) - 50X1 HUM

L 29. . ‘ ‘a cartain amount of tenaion existed between the.
o ' difforent olaseen, but it could not be deteoted on the surfaca
The people were aimply unoommunicative on this subject eithel5OX1 -HUM ¢
“ from fear or caution. . ‘ '

31. During 1948 great administrative changee ocourred within the Ministry
. -of Armament and Nunition Names, 50X1- HUM
‘ whioh until then had been important, suddenly disappeared; many \
of the signatures which -appeared were mew and completely unknown. !

It wes then rumored that eaplonage acts had been committed . 50X144U“ﬂ'

BRLIOTON

52, Whereas almost all of .the older Soviets who had been raised during
- the (zerist times, remsined closs to the church (they usueily wore
8 orucifix), the. attitude of the younger Soviets was either in-
different or definitely negative.

SECRET
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33,  ‘Services were held in. one of the numerous churches in the Ostashkov
‘ area. The other churches were @ither in ruins, neglected. and.
abandoned, or -served as bakeries, dairies, etc. The church in
which services were held was well attended. Soviet olerices
and nuns were frequenily seen strolling in the streets. It was
said that these nuns received no support from the state, but
were earning their livelihood with knitting, embroidery, an

14
other needlework. ) ' , 50X1-HUM
: ' ' 50X1-HUM

CRIME AND CORRUPTION

34, - Embezzlement was the most frequent misdemeanor
: As & result, very few 'of the Soviet
public officials remained .in.their positions for any length of
time, This type of fraud was a daily occurrence. For example
& Soviet women, after having held the position of manager of
the Island's post office branch for two years was seni to a
labor camp.for misappropriating 20,000 rubles; a sales girl em-
ployed in the clothing store was sentenced to four years of .

50X1

hard labor for overcharging oustomers on merchandise, especially .

on rugs and furs, and making a profit es high as 2,000 rubles.
on one sale. The pay clerke and bookkeepers were also twice

‘renlaced for having miseppropriated public funds.‘[::::;:;::L50X1-HUBA -

- upon as crimes against society or as serious matters, but
rather as matters of routine_liéing,

35,: Thievery and piok-pboketing often oocourred in the streets and
" public markets. Ome had to be very cereful when carrying any-

| £raud and embezzlement were mot Iookciyq_HuM

Qtealing seemad to have subeided to a certain ex50X1-HUM

"

36, An anciont monastery whioh had been oonverted into & prison for

Jjuvenile delinquents was located om the island of the Peshi in
Leke Seligsr. It ocould be seen when cne travelled from Gofodomlya
.to Ostashkov, From the dietaned:::;hould see that prison walls
and watohtowers had been ereoted. ; was said that the youns

- ih;l:g % fookete_ and handbags. | 50X1-HUM
ent. 7 S : '

oriminals detained there were meking telephone instruments. 50X1-HUM .

'37Q In genaral; pereéns retﬁéning from prisons were neither shunned ‘

nor in enyway ostraoized by the Soviet population,

- . 38, It-éppeared that e#ef&oné in the USSR was susceptible to bribes.

- The poet offiocial, the tailor, the ghoemaker could all be in-
duced to expedite their work for a consideration (usually vodka).

. Purthermore| |bribery no doubt also met WilSyy{_HUM

g suooesskin higher Soviet ciroles..

: 39._ Neéative attitudes on the parts of the ‘Soviets toward the:Com-

munistic regime were not perceptibdle, since the Soviets would
not ‘divulge their opinions to us. However, the support of the
Soviet system is obviously strong, particularly the support of

the younger. generation.:|

. §BGRET

-

JUBLIC OPINION . T ‘ , 50X1-HUM
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STALIH, as well as many of the old S0X1-HUM

_ @enerals of the revolutionary times are held in great esteem
. by the majority of the population. However, it appeared thiat the

functionaries of local party orgsms were frequently oriticized. The

" attifude of the population toward MVD officials was one of.extreme

" 4l.

- 42.

43,

ar,. not of specific individuals, but of the entire organizatian.
never heard any Soviet oriticizing the Soviet system. 50X1-HUM

"American monopolistic capitaliste™ were held responsible for
all wrangs,:evil, and disunity among nations. . This was standard
propaganda, and was repeated incessantly. ' E

Acgording tb'the Soviei_:adio, the Harshall Plaﬁ is nothing
more than an "evil capitaliotio deception manecuver?”, Tho .
Soviets seemed to know nothing further about ths. Plan. .- ’ S

50X1-H UM

‘ ‘thc Soviets fear another war. They were made
to believe that:the Americans were plamning to overrun the
people's republies. (Volkademohratien), and thereby start wasQOX1-HUM

‘ ‘the outbreak of the Korean War did not
produce undue excitement or any particular reaction on the part
of the Soviet population. The Sovieta did not seem to get ..
arousaed about events whioh occurred outside of the Soviet borders,: -
and accepted news events somewhat paseively. -Everybody,.as
a matter of fact, wae oonvinced that the Chinese soldiers had

;1cip

2 hand in the fightiag. bewildered guestions as-to the.., 50X1-HUM
legality of Chinese par ation were usually answered with.

"Qould you over Jdistinguish a Chinose from & Korean"? This

was aonsidered a joke. Daily newspapers displayed on bulletin

boards and walls carried &tories of the newly reported bacter-

iologiocal warQEEe. During protest meet

colleoted, resglutions passed, eto. _ S0X1-HUM
poople were be ing to beliaeve what they read and heard. .
No news could be odtained by the Soviet massas other than that u |
dtaseminated by the proplgands OTgARB. . : -
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